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Problem Statement: 

Bridging the “Chasm” through local commercialisation
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Role of TIA
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Connector

• Catalyse 
partnerships 
between SMMEs, 
industries, 
universities and 
science councils 
to develop an 
enabled 
environment 
supporting 
sector-specific 
innovations for 
global 
competitiveness

Active funder

• Providing risk 
funding and support 
for innovators to 
progress ideas 
towards market 
entry & 
commercialisation

Facilitator

• Attract and 
facilitate late-
stage funding for 
the 
commercialisatio
n of market ready 
technologies

Services

• To reduce 
barriers of access 
to expensive 
high-end skills 
and equipment 
for innovators by 
repositioning 
Technology 
Stations and 
Platforms. 

Technological 
Innovation Thought 

Leader

• TIA is continually 
gathering 
valuable 
intellectual 
capital on best 
practice in 
technology 
innovation. This 
has strengthened 
the capability of 
the Agency to 
inform and 
provide advice on 
policy issues, 
frameworks.
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Financial
How do we solve the problems 



Funding : De-Risk Instruments 
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Seed Fund Instrument  

Typical Funding Instrument: Grant and Conditional Grant 

(royalties/levy)
Investment amount: R100k- recently up to R1mil

TRL : Preferable for ≥ 3 until 7/8

Funding period guideline: Maximum 12 - 18 months

Own contribution/co-funder: Not required

Valuable rights : Right to participate in further funding 

rounds
Securities : None



Grassroots Innovation

8



Technology Acquisition and Deployment Fund (TADF)

Public Sector Models (Government Departments, SOEs, 
Municipalities)

• Modes 1 – Innovator is the applicant to the TADF, for providing a technology solution

for deployment to an identified client who has a challenge/technology need

• Modes 2 - Client/User is the applicant for a technology solution and they have

identified an innovator or that technology for acquisition and deployment

• Modes 3 - Client/User is the applicant with a challenge and requires a technology

solution but have not identified an innovator or technology for acquisition and

deployment

(SMMEs, Private Sector Models Start-Ups)

• Model 4 – SMME is the applicant for acquisition of a technology they have identified

in a Science Council and/or University for deployment to public sector or private sector

client

** Model : Market Pull (Business Process still to be defined)

Funding Parameters : A once off grant funding 
of up to R1 million

•  support deployment (market testing, 
demonstration and 

• validation activities of the product and/or 
technology

• maximum period of up to 24 months for the 
actual project execution with the identified 
potential customers and end-user (government 
departments or municipalities). 

• Project is supported by specialists for 
verification, validation and quality assurance



Industry Matching Fund 

• 22 invested projects 

✓ 50% from TIA de-risked 
portfolio

✓ 60% involves publicly-
funded IP

• R456M funding leveraged 
against R28m TIA funds

• R1bn leveraged at project level

• 9 of 22 projects commercialised 
to date
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Non-Financial
How do we solve the problems 



Technology Innovation Clusters  

Hosted at CPT Pharma

In partnership with NWU ad Industry

Tech dev and Commercialisation of API 

manufacturing

R15m invested

Supporting the development of local medical 

devices industry

Hosted at SAMRC

R5m initial investment 

Forest Bio-economy Innovation Cluster (FBIC) (R67M/6yrs)

The FBIC works towards strengthening and 

enabling the SA Forestry Industry Bio-

economy Innovation ecosystem, 

establishing strong technology 

development and innovation programmes 

along the full value chain of the local 

forestry

Forest Bio-economy Innovation Cluster (FBIC) (R67M/6yrs)



Technology Platforms

Cape Universities Body Imaging Centre 
(UCT)

Centre for Proteomic and Genomic 
Research (NPC)

Drug Discovery and Development 
Platform (UCT)

Biosafety South Africa (TIA)

National Metabolomics 
Platform (NWU)

TIA Bioprocessing Platform (TIA)

KZN Research & Innovation Sequencing 
Platform (UKZN)

African Medicines Innovations & 
Technologies Development Platform 

(UFS)



Technology Stations Support Infrastructure

Technology Stations (TSs) are centres of high competence that 
provide SET solutions for technical challenges to individuals, 
researchers, SMMEs and industry to contribute towards improving 
the competitiveness of industry through the application of 
specialised knowledge and technology; thus facilitate the 
interaction between industry and academia to enable innovation 



More Information 

www.tia.org.za/programmes/

www.innovationbridge.info/ibportal

To get database of technologies, expects and 
services search engine, go to 

www.heda.co.za/satnsearchengine/formsa

Thank You!!  

http://www.heda.co.za/satnsearchengine/formsa
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